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was to take away the chalks, as teacher would want
them later so that another child like himself could
draw with them, and when she found that some one
had taken them she would be very sorry as also would
the other child, and they would think, " How unkind
someone has been to take our chalks away, and now
we cannot draw."

Shortly afterwards this particular teacher took
charge of a newly formed nursery school and had
the same difficulty to overcome. She writes as
follows : "I started at my new school with children
of three to five, most of whom were quite fresh to
school life. It was a new experience for many of
them to see so many toys and be able to play with
any they chose ; and several attempted to keep some
toy to take home. Then I tried to lead them to
understand that in so doing they would make the
other children and myself disappointed and unhappy.
I had very little trouble after that and in fact I arn
now proud of my little ones for they are so careful
with their toys. They take quite a pride in their
picture books also and often speak about the little
boys and girls who will be looking at those books
when they are big boys and girls.'*

This is the normal, natural and therefore scientific
sequence of development. The instinct of acquisition
or personal ownership is one of the primal instincts
of man and is usually very strong. It is not till a few
years have passed that respect for the ownership
rights of others develops. Two careful observers of
normal children under five and of older ones even to
fifteen years of age, say, " We have found that the
desire to own is one of the strongest passions in